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had never previously seen this species I had no difficulty in identi¬ 
fying it as the Sedge Warbler from its distinctive colouration. 
There were several reed-like clumps of grass nearby, and if I had 
had the time to search I believe the nest would have been found 
in one of them. 

C/o Imperial Bank of India, B. E. SMYTHIES, 

Naini Tal, Burma Forest Service. 

August 8 , 1943. 


IV.—OCCURRENCE OF THE GOLDEN ORIOLE AND 
COMMON CUCKOO IN SIND. 

Both the Indian Golden Oriole and the Common Cuckoo occur 
in Sind at the time of seasonal migrations. 

As they rarely come under observation, may I add the following 
to the few existing records. 

1. Indian Golden Oriole (O riot us oriolus kundoo ) 8 seen at 
Jamesabad, Thar and Parkar District, on 16-4-43. 

2. Common Cuckoo (Cue id us canorus ssp.) specimen obtained 
at Samaro, Thar and Parkar District on 13-4-43 6 Wing 225 mm. 

Karachi, N. H. MENESSE, i.s.e., 

June 5, 1943*. Superintending Engineer, 

Eastern Sind Circle. 


V.—THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE GREY HORNBILL 
(TOCKUS BIROSTRIS) AND TICKELL’S FLOWER-PECKER 
(.PIPRISOMA AGILE?). 

Both Whistler and Salim Ali in their books quote that the 
Grey Hornbill is absent from the Punjab. Here in Sialkot I have 
seen a party of 6 on several occasions. The birds are very fond 
of a peepal, which has four bees’ nests suspended from its boughs, 
and also of a species of fig tree in the Kashmir Residency Garden 
in which a pair nested. The tree had two holes of sizable pro¬ 
portions for the hornbill, the bigger and better hole was occupied 
by a couple of mynahs. Try as they would, the pair of hornbills 
could not oust the mynahs from the possession of their home. 
Eventually the hornbills gave up and became quite content with the 
second best hole. I left Sialkot while the hornbills were nesting. 

•Again, in both of the books of the above-quoted authors, I find 
that they exclude this part of the Punjab in their distribution para¬ 
graph of Tickell’s Flower-pecker. I have been watching these 
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birds through my glasses for some time and they conform to 
Whistler’s description in every degree. Salim Ali’s book shows 
a Thick-billed Flower-pecker and the birds here are not like it, 
not having that thick bill. Whenever I approach to get a closer 
view the bird, which is purely arboreal, becomes shy and flies to 
the far side of the tree. Being a very active little bird I find it 
extremely difficult to watch. One pair has built a nest 5 feet from 
the ground; and the female I have frequently seen sitting on 
the eggs looking out through the entrance. I put forward the 
suggestion that the Canal which passes close to Sialkot may be 
responsible for attracting the birds to this part of the Punjab, as 
the country round here is not so dry as it used to be. 

12TH Frontier Force Regt., R. G. HUTCHINSON, 
Sialkot, Captain. 

Punjab, 

May 28, 1943. 


[According to the Popular Handbook the Grey Hornbill ( Tockus 
birostris) is absent from the Northern and Western Punjab. The 
species, however, occurs in the more easterly and better wooded 
districts of the Province. Whistler himself records it from 
Ludhiana and Ambala in his papers on the birds of these districts 
published in our Journal. Salim Ali’s statement that it is entirely 
absent from the Punjab requires modification. The same applies 
to the Tickell’s Flower-pecker which normally is absent from the 
drier areas of the Northern and Western Punjab, but occurs in the 
more easterly districts particularly those contiguous with the 
Himalayan foot hills. From the author’s remarks it is not certain 
if P. agile Is the species referred to.— Eds.] 


VI.—THE EUROPEAN COMMON PARTRIDGE (PERDIX 
PERDIX) IN PERSIA. 

Some time ago I sent you the skin of a European Common 
Partridge obtained by Capt. G. L. Sawdaz in Persia last year and 
in confirming the identification, you asked for further particulars 
as regards the locality where the specimen was procured. In this 
connection Capt. Sawdaz now writes as follows: — 

T was then at a place in Kurdistan variously called Senandaj, 
Sinneh and Senna. In the map in the B.N.H.S. Journal illustrating 
the article on Birds of N.-W. Persia it is marked as Senna and 
appears to be in the Province of Ardelan which is well south of 
Ajerbaijan, the only locality mentioned in the B.N.H.S. Journal. 
The actual specimen I sent you was shot about 5 miles east of 
Senna. There were 4 or 5 coveys in some cultivation in a valley. 
I shot 8 birds myself one day including the one I sent you. At 


